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1. Summary  

 
1.1 This reports sets out proposals for the Budget and Performance Committee work programme.  
 
 

2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes its work programme for 2012/13. 
  
 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The Committee receives a report monitoring the progress of its work programme at each meeting. 
 
 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 During the year Committee will scrutinise the Mayor’s 2013/14 budget proposals for the Greater 

London Authority (GLA) Group on behalf of the London Assembly. As part of this work, the 
Committee will consider the Mayor’s Budget Guidance, setting out the parameters for the 2013/14 
budget, with the Mayor’s Chief of Staff at its meeting on 10 July. 

 
4.2 The Committee will also examine specific budget and performance issues across the GLA group. The 

Committee is asked to agree the following as initial areas for investigation over the coming months. 

 
The effectiveness of recovery funding following the disturbances in London last August 

  
4.3 During 6-10 August 2011 incidents of public disorder, looting and arson occurred across many parts 

of London.  The disturbances started in Tottenham and spread across the city and to other areas of 
England. The worst disturbances centred on high streets and retail parks.  

 
4.4 The Committee began to examine this issue at its meeting on 12 June. Guests, including Sir William 

Castell, David Lammy MP and the Chair of the Tottenham Traders, discussed the level, distribution 
and effectiveness of the funding made available to to help rectify the initial damage. The Committee 
looked at key funding sources included compensation under the Riot (Damages) Act, which has 



        

been administered by the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime, and the High Street Fund Charity, 
which provided small grants and was sponsored by the Mayor and a number of businesses.  

 
4.5 At its meeting on 10 July the Committee will examine issues relating to insurance payouts and the 

response to the disturbances by local authorities. Representatives from the Association of British 
Insurers and the London Boroughs of Croydon and Haringey have been invited. 

 
London Legacy Development Corporation funding and spending plans 

 
4.6 The London Legacy Development Corporation (LLDC) is the body responsible for the physical, 

social, economic and environmental regeneration legacy of the Olympic Park and the surrounding 
area. Its Business Plan is expected to be published following consideration by the LLDC Board at 
meetings in May and June 2012.  

 
4.7 The Budget and Performance Committee published a report into the financial aspects of the Olympic 

Park legacy in October 2010.1 It focused on who was responsible for funding and delivering the 
various aspects. The Committee has since planned to review the LLDC Business Plan as the second 
stage of this work. Key areas of interest will be the funds available to the LLDC and how it intends to 
use them and the Committee intends to invite LLDC representatives to its meeting on 23 October. 

 
Metropolitan Police Service savings and reform 

 
4.8 The Committee heard at its meeting on 29 May 2012 that the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) is 

currently planning how to meet its savings requirements for the next financial year and beyond.2 The 
MPS expects to have proposals for reform in a number of areas, including support functions and 
estates policy, ready for consideration in the period following the Olympics. 

 
4.9 The Assembly’s Police and Crime Committee is planning to examine reforms to Territorial Policing at 

its meeting in July and the Budget and Performance Committee will look in more detail at the 
financial aspects of these changes in the autumn.  

 
The GLA Group capital programme 

 
4.10 The GLA Group has a capital budget of £4.9 billion in 2012/13, including spending on transport, 

housing and other infrastructure projects. The Committee is interested in how these capital 
programmes are financed, how they are managed, whether there is potential to raise additional 
funds for capital (including through borrowing) and the extent to which the potential economic and 
employment benefits of the Group’s investment are being realised. This will be a focus for the 
Committee during the 2013/14 budget-setting process.  

 
Other potential topics 
 

4.11 There are other ideas for potential topics which could be considered for inclusion in the Committee’s 
work programme as the year progresses. These include an examination of the GLA Group’s 
procurement practice.  

 
4.12 There are likely to be changes in the way the GLA Group buys goods and services during the coming 

Mayoral term. There are pressures from both good governance and value for money perspectives 
and some changes are already in train to save money and open up contracts to smaller suppliers.  
And there could be further to go, particularly in terms of transparency, because some government 
requirements for the publication of procurement documentation, contracts and payments are not 

                                                 
1
 Budget and Performance Committee, Finances of the Olympic legacy Part 1: Olympic park transfer and continuing liabilities, 

October 2010 
2
 Nick Rogers, Temporary Director of Resources, MPS, speaking at the Committee’s meeting on 29 May 2012 



        

being met. The Committee could assess the extent and benefits of the changes to date and 
investigate what more should be done.   

 
Programme of meetings 

 
4.13 The table below sets out scheduled future meetings of the Committee in 2012/13, topics proposed 

so far and guests where known. The Committee can agree further topics as the year progresses. 
Items are subject to change to enable the Committee to respond to matters at short notice.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Monitoring Sub-Committee 
 
4.14 The Budget Monitoring Sub-Committee monitors GLA Group spending and performance and informs 

the work of the Budget and Performance Committee. As well as examining the GLA Group quarterly 
monitoring reports, the Sub-Committee will explore topical issues or specific areas contributing to 
the full Committee’s investigations or reports, where appropriate, and examine Mayoral Decisions. It 
will meet four times during 2012/13: 

Tuesday 17 July 2012 
Tuesday 16 October 2012 
Tuesday 11 December 2012 

Tuesday 19 March 2013 

 
4.15 It is intended that the first meeting on 17 July will focus on full year (2011/12) monitoring data for 

the Metropolitan Police Service and London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority, as well as to 
examine financial issues associated with the Arcelor Mittal Orbit attraction on the Olympic Park. 
These include the Mayor’s decision to provide £3.1 million funding for the project and post-Games 
operating costs and revenues.3  

 
 

                                                 
3 http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/mayoral-decisions/md645 

Date of meeting  Proposed topic(s) and guests 

Tuesday 12 June 2012 

TfL finances and the Mayor’s fares decision (TfL 
representative) 

Riot recovery funding (GLA and MOPC 
representatives and others) 

Tuesday 10 July 2012 

The Mayor’s Budget Guidance for 2013/14 (Sir 
Edward Lister, the Mayor’s Chief of Staff) 

Riot recovery funding (guests including the ABI, LBs 
Croydon and Haringey and MOPAC) 

Tuesday 23 October  LLDC funding and spending plans 

Wednesday 7 November  Reserve slot 

Thursday 22 November  Initial core GLA budget proposals  

Tuesday 4 December   

Thursday 3 January  
Draft consultation budget (Chairs, Commissioners 
and Chief Executives) 

Wednesday 9 January  Draft consultation budget (Mayor)  

Tuesday 5 March   

Tuesday 16 April   

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/mayoral-decisions/md645


        

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications of this report. 
 
 
List of appendices to this report: None 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 
 

Contact Officer: Tim Steer, Scrutiny Team Manager 
Telephone: 020 7983 4250 
E-mail: tim.steer@london.gov.uk  

 

mailto:tim.steer@london.gov.uk

